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ISSUED FROM THE OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR 


SUSPENSION OF COOPERATIVE CATALOGING 
AGREEMENT 


On October 1, 1946, the Army Medical Library announced a 
cooperative cataloging agreement with the Library of Congress and 
the publication of the Med card series. Experience within the 
Library has shown that it is impossible to maintain this agreement 
and at the same time make substantial progress on the recataloging 
of the old collections. Accordingly, after consultation with the 
Library of Congress, these arrangements for cooperative cataloging 
were suspended on April 1, 1948. Reconsideration of this decision 
has freed the Library for the all-important task of organizing its 
own collections. 


CHANGE OF PHOTODUPLICATION SERVICE POLICY 


Recognizing that research workers should have free access to 
medical materials not available locally, the Army Medical Library 
has adopted the principle of free loan for microfilms. It asks that 
requests be submitted on standard order forms through local libraries, 
governmental agencies or research institutions. Such film may be 
retained for 90 days. In addition, those who wish to keep film per- 
manently and those who wish photostats may obtain them at fifty 
cents per unit, as heretofore. 


PERSONNEL RECRUITMENT PROGRAM 


The Library has been conducting a personnel recruitment pro- 
gram during the spring months. Visits to library schools are being 
made by Miss Emilie V. Wiggins, Miss Elizabeth I. Hedges, Mr. 
Charles C. Colby, Miss Stella P. Fisk, and Miss Mary E. Grinnell, in 
an effort to interest possible candidates. Among the vacancies on the 
Library staff are three positions in the Subject Cataloging Section. 
The qualifications desired are good subject knowledge of medicine 
and related sciences and good foreign language knowledge. The 
vacancies are at the P-2 level. The salary range for this grade is 
$3,397.20 to $4,149.60. 
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NOTABLE RECENT ACQUISITIONS 


Among the most interesting recent purchases of the Library 
are the two following books: 


Bernardus de Gordonio. Lilium medicinae. Naples, 1480, 
202 Il. Folio. 


The first edition of one of the most influential medieval 
texts of medicine. The Library has four other 15th century edi- 
tions of this classic and is proud to add this very rare volume of 
which only five extant copies are known, none other in the 
United States. 


Ferreira da Rosa, Joam. Trattado unico da constituicam pes- 
tilencial Permambuco . . . Lisbon, 1694. 224p. Quarto, 


The first scientific description of yellow fever in the New 
World, this rare book is particularly interesting as a forerunner 


of the Army’s triumphant researches on yellow fever under 
Walter Reed. 


A. M. L. HONORARY CONSULTANTS 


The British Embassy has announced that Dr. John F. Fulton is 
to be honored for his contribution to the Allied war effort in the 
field of science. Dr. Fulton will be made an honorary officer of the 
Civil Division of the Most Excellent Order of the British Empire. 
His Award is to be given “in recognition of the important part he 
played in the liaison in medical science between the United States 
and the United Kingdom during the critical days of the war.” 


The name of Edgar Erskine Hume appears on the list of officers 
recently nominated for promotion to the grade of Brigadier General, 
U. S. Army. General Hume held the temporary rank of Brigadier 
General during the war years when he served on the staff of General 
Mark Clark in the European Theater. On the termination of this 
duty, General Hume resumed his permanent rank of Colonel, Medi- 
cal Corps, and since his return to the United States has served as 
Chief of the Reorientation Branch, Civil Affairs Division, Depart- 
ment of the Army. 
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ARMY MEDICAL LIBRARY NEWS 


INDEX-CATALOGUE 


The map showing the distribution of the Index-Catalogue 
all over the world has a new pin right in the heart of Asia 
Minor. Dr. Adnan Otiiken, Director of the National Library of 
Turkey, in Ankara, had received volumes 5 to 9 of the Fourth Series 
through other channels and requested that the set be completed. He 
writes: ‘You cannot image how valuable this publication is to us.” 

And from the land of the yodel, right from the foot of the 
snowy Patscherkopfl, comes another expression of appreciation. Dr 
Rudolf Flatscher, Librarian of the Universitiits-Bibliothek, sent 
word of the receipt of the last six volumes of the Index-Catalogue in 
Innsbruck. He also mailed a package of books to the Editor of the 
Index-Catalogue, a former student at Innsbruck University—books 
testifying to the newly arising spirit of a group of young medical 
investigators who call themselves the Tiroler Arzteschule. 


CLEVELAND ACTIVITIES 


Dr. Dorothy M. Schullian, Curator of Rare Books at the His- 
tory of Medicine Division, spoke at the April 7 meeting of the John 
Shaw Billings Club in the Allen Memorial Library, Cleveland. The 
Chairman of the Club is Dr. Howard Dittrick, Honorary Consul- 
tant to the Army Medical Library. Dr. Schullian discussed ““Some 
Early Books on Food and Drink from the Army Medical Library”, 
supplementing her talk with an extensive exhibit of rare books from 
the collection of the History of Medicine Division. 

About two months ago the History of Medicine Division se- 
cured from a New York dealer a well written manuscript containing 
two German treatises bearing the date 1574. No author was men- 
tioned for either treatise, but the second one had already been iden- 
tified with a printed book by Georg Pictorius. The first treatises 
bore the title “‘Febris miscellanea ungarica”, or ““Mixed-type Hun- 
garian fever.” (Hungarian fever was one of the early names for 
typhus, of which there was an epidemic in western Europe in the 
1570's.) 

For some time no one was able to ascertain the authorship of 
this treatise. Then, independently, two members of the HMD staff 
identified it on the same day. Dorothy M. Schullian, during a re- 
shelving process, recognized that the title of one of the Division’s 
rare books which she happened to be handling was the same as that 
of the unidentified manscript. It turned out to be a printed copy of 
that work. The author was Balthasar Conradinus, and it was first 
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printed in 1571. Meanwhile, Karl A. Baer had read considerable 
portions of the manuscript, had borrowed from Washington several 
bibliographies and historical discussions of typhus, and came up the 
same day with the conclusion that the description of the fever in 
this manuscript corresponded to what was on record as the work of 
Conradinus. With two such bibliographical sleuths at work, what 
chance does a furtive anonymous manuscript have in the Army 
Medical Library? 
AML CLASSIFICATION 


Work on the duplication of the preliminary edition of the AML 
Classification has begun. As yet there is no information available 
as to the date of publication. 


AML STAFF 


Miss Winifred A. Johnson, Head of the Descriptive Catalog- 
ing Section, was selected by the Civil Service Commission to serve 
On a committee to review sub-professional examination ratings. 

Dr. Ilza Veith is the author of “A Japanese Picture of Leprosy”, 
Bulletin of the History of Medicine, vol. 21, nr. 6. The article deals 
with the changes in the Japanese religious and social attitudes toward 
leprosy and the leper. It traces the historical development of the 
practice of segregation in Japan and describes it as independent of 
Western influence. 

The Reference Division is working with the Department of 
State in preparing for the Fourth International Congresses on Tropi- 
cal Medicine and Malaria, to be held in Washington, May 10 to 18, 
1948. Biographical information is being supplied, and lists of new 
books and current periodicals on the subject of tropical medicine 
will be part of the Army Medical Library exhibit. 


VISITORS 

Dr. Armando Torner, Madrid, Spain. 

Lt. Gen. Kim Cheung, Army Medical College, Shanghai, China. 

Dr. Shigan Li, Canton National Sun Yat Sen University Medical 
College. 

Dr. S. I. Yiu, Shanghai, China. 

Dr. Hans Selye, Director of the Institution of Experimental Medi- 
cine and Surgery, University of Montreal, Canada. 

Dr. Holst, Associate Dean of the National Dental College of 
Denmark. 

Dr. Stefan Wesolowski, Warsaw, Poland. 

Gigliola Breda, Student, Sao Paulo, Brazil. 

















